
US, Texas Deaths – 1890-1976  



There are 2 types of forms primarily seen in this project:  
Certificate of Death and Amendment to Certificate of Death  

The Certificate Number may be called the 
State File No. If it begins with a zero, index it 
as written. Do not omit the zero.  



If the city name is followed by a precinct number, index only the city name.  

If the city/town name is not recorded or is a version of ‘unknown’, press TAB to skip this field 

If only a precinct number is recorded, press TAB to skip this field. 



Index nicknames or alias names using “or” between the names. 

Lupe or Guadlupe Lopez 

Anna B or Lyda Allnut 

Finis Dallas or Jack 

Paul or Roy Ramon Quintana 



If a given name or surname was not recorded or was written as a variation of the 
word "unknown," press Tab to skip this field. 



Do not index terms which refer to having no middle name. 

In this case, the mother’s maiden name should contain only one surname. 
Do not assume that a middle name is another surname.  

Given - Martha Cowgill 
Surname - Smith 



Given - Isabell 
Surnames - Hicks Schilling 

Given - Lois 
Surnames – Martin Weatherall  

A woman’s middle name may be her maiden name. Determine this by comparing it with her father’s 
surname. Index both the maiden name and the surname in the SURNAME FIELD. 



If no given name is recorded, mark the field <Blank> 

If the age is less than 1 year, index it as “0”. 



Index only what is on the 
document. Do not assume 
gender. Do not add 
information from the original 
death certificate. 

Index the record with the 
corrected information .  
 
 
 
Item numbers refer to a 
regular death certificate.  

Amendment to Certificate of Death  



Index the State File No 
as the certificate number. 

In this example, you  
would index the corrected 
name. 

 
Amendment To Certificate of Death – Select Normal in the Header Data 



Mark a Disinterment Permit  No Extractable  Data 



This and the following slide show two images of the same document 

There are two records.  Index the more complete record and move to the second image.  



Index the next record. 



Index name as: 
Given Name – Mary or Mattie 
Surname - Smith 



There may be more than one death record on a document 


